Contact alender to find out ex-
actly what you can afford

* Make an official agreement and
put inwriting:

A What your top purchase price
will be

B. Your rop three agreed must
haves in any property you purchase

C.The area(s) you are both open
toliving

D. A home search plan such as:
what days you will go home hunt-
ing or decide if one partner will
preview all properties first

E. If one person sees a home they
like, do not write an offer until the
other partner has been notified,

Do not argue in front of the
agent or any involved party.

You do not want the other side to
know too much about your excite-
ment for the property or intimate
details of your relationship.

This information can sway the
other side against you. Always pre-
sent a united front.
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Don't try to pressure your sig-
nificant other into entering into
a situation that they don'’t feel
entirely comfortable in.

Try 1o think of their needs
and wants as much as your
own. This kind of outlook will
not enly help you as you com-
plete the purchase, but also
once escrow is closed and you
move in. You want to make sure
you find a house you both can
love and feel at home in.

Do not plan a party right af-
ter closing.

Work you may have sched-
uled could be delayed or dis-

coveries could be made that need
time to work out. Itisa good idea
to have some quiet time.

After all, you just went through a
stressful process. Take the time you
both need to re-evaluate, plan and
to congratulate each other!
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is good ad\anuz to practice every-
day!

Ifsome remodeling is necessary
DO NOT guess as to the costs.

Find out exactly what the costs
will beand the time to do the work.
Remodeling a home can be costly
and if your budget does not allow
for it your relationship will suffer.

Do your homework and talk to
friends that have done similar
work to seeifin fact you are up
to the demands!

Choose a realtor whom you
both trust and feel can be fair
to you both,

Your Realtor will guide you
through what can often be a
confusing and emotional
process. It is important to
choose someone that both of
youtrustand feel can best rep-
resent both of your interests. Jf
one person has doubts about
the agent who is representing
them, it could lead to second-
guessing and possible prob-
lems throughout the entire
process. :



